Week 10: 100 Days of Summer Working Around Water Email 
Team,

Welcome to Week 10 of our “100 Days of Summer” safety campaign! This week, we focus on an important but sometimes overlooked hazard on construction sites: working safely around water. Whether it’s bridges, culverts, docks, or retention ponds, water adds unique risks that require awareness and preparation.

Why Water Safety Matters in Construction

Each year, construction workers face risks of slips, trips, falls, drowning, and equipment hazards when working near or over water. According to OSHA, falls into water and drowning incidents are a leading cause of fatalities in marine and bridge construction. Ensuring that proper precautions are taken can prevent tragedies.

Key Safety Measures for Working Around Water

1. Personal Protective Equipment (PPE)

Always wear a U.S. Coast Guard-approved life jacket when working over or near water.
Use fall protection systems (harnesses, lifelines) when required by site conditions.
Wear non-slip footwear and consider flotation work vests for added safety.

2. Training and Preparedness

Ensure all workers receive training on water rescue procedures and life jacket inspection.
Conduct regular emergency drills so teams know how to respond in case of a fall into water.

3. Safe Work Practices

Keep work areas clear of debris and tripping hazards near water edges.
Avoid working alone near water—use the buddy system to ensure prompt assistance if needed.
Mark and secure all water access points with warning signs and barriers.

4. Rescue Equipment and Emergency Response

Have ring buoys with lines available and accessible within 50 feet of water hazards.
Keep a pole or reach device nearby to assist with rescues.
Maintain a designated person to monitor workers during over-water activities.

Key Statistics
The Bureau of Labor Statistics reports that drowning accounts for about 3% of construction-related fatalities annually.

In bridge construction, falls into water account for nearly 10% of fall fatalities.

Resources and Materials: 
A collection of flyers, posters, Safety Operating Procedures and training materials is available on our 100 Days of Summer Safety webpage. Supervisors may choose from these resources to tailor activities to their teams. 

Recognition Opportunity: 
As a reminder, the division or county with the highest participation throughout the 100 Days of Summer will receive special recognition at the conclusion of the campaign! For additional materials or support, please contact David Harp. Let’s work together to ensure everyone stays safe and healthy this summer. 

Let’s continue to emphasize Operational Risk Management every day. Thank you for your commitment to worker health and safety. 

Regards,
